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nand I. But their dissensions, and above all the suspicious and resentful
character of Alfonso, caused each of them to fight for his own hand in
different parts of Spain to the detriment of the decisive success of their
efforts. But each of them inflicted deadly injury to the power of the
Muslims.

Alfonso was bound to the Muslim King of Toledo by a pact dating
from the hospitality extended to the Christian prince when a fugitive from
Leon. As regards his other tributary, the King of Seville, matters were
very different. Mu'tamid had given military assistance to Garcia in his
struggle with Alfonso, who now in revenge invaded his dominions; the
Muslim ruler was only permitted to retain his kingdom at the inter-
cession of his minister, Ibn 'Ammar, who was a personal friend of Alfonso.
The King of Castile consented to be satisfied with the doubling of the
tribute paid by Mu'tamid. Irregularities in its payment led to a second
attack on Seville by Alfonso, and a military advance as far as Tarifa, in
which many prisoners and much booty were secured (1082). Yet once
again the Muslim king was allowed to retain his throne.

Shortly afterwards, a political revolt in Toledo, resulting in the ex-
pulsion of King Qadir, Alfonso's ally, afforded the latter a pretext for
seizing the city. He began by restoring Qadir to his throne in return for
increased tribute and certain fortresses (1084); but presently he demanded
the city itself, and to attain this object he laid siege to it. The short-
ness of the siege betrayed the political weakness of the Muslims in a
striking manner. On 25 May 1085, Alfonso made his entry into Toledo,
thus securing the effective possession of a great part of the line of the
Tagus, and a formidable base of operations for farther advances into
Andalusia, in view of the strategic situation of the city. The conse-
quences of this event were: firstly, the capture of Valencia by the Castilian
troops to establish Qadir there as king, in compensation for his lost throne
of Toledo, a step which placed the city and its surrounding territory (i.e.
part of the eastern coast) in the power of the Castilian king, and enlarged
the reconquered zone along the same parallel from the east to the west,
from the Tagus to the Turia; secondly, the capture of the castle of Aledo
farther south, which commanded the region of Murcia; finally, the sub-
mission of all the kings of the Taifas in the east and the south, from
whom Alfonso exacted tribute and advantageous treaties.

The little kingdom of Aragon, whose beginnings we have noted, was not
yet in a position to lend great assistance to Alfonso^s victorious advance,
but the latter prosecuted his efforts also to the east, and for some time
laid siege to the city of Saragossa, the capital of one of the strongest
Arab kingdoms in the north-east of Spain.

In their turn the Counts of Barcelona, successors of Raym ond-Berengar I,
waged war against the Muslim Kings of Saragossa and Tarragona, thus
seeking to extend their dominions to the west and south. They failed in
the west3 but, probably in 1091, Berengar-Raymond II, son of Raymond-
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